THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

Kshatrapas continued to hold this subordinate position until
Rudradaman, grandson of Chashtana, became Viceroy,
when he, in AJD. 145, asserted his independence, and
completely defeated Palumayi II, son of Vilivayahura.
Instead, however, of entirely humiliating Palumayi by
adding the conquered country to his own, he allowed
the Andhra king to retain his territory intact, with the
exception of those lands over which the Kshatrapas had
previously ruled as viceroys. In doing so, he was probably
guided by his affection for his daughter, Dakshamitra,
whom he had formerly given in marriage to his lately
conquered foe. Rudradaman thus became the ruler of
Saurashtra, Malwa, and the land lying between the
Western Ghats and the sea. These vast possessions were
enjoyed by his successors until about the year A.D. 390.

While the power of the Kshatrapas was still in its
zenith, events were taking place in Magadh which were
destined once again to lead to a change of rulers over
Saurashtra. It is a curious, and at the same time an
unfortunate fact, that the history of India during the
third century of the Christian era is almost entirely un-
known. Between the second and the fourth centuries
much seems to have been taking place, of which records
are of the meagrest description. It is impossible to tell
what happened in the once great kingdom of Magadh
during these years, but we have sufficient historical
material to infer that it had passed out of the hands of
the weak successors of Pushyamittra. From Buddhist
records we learn of a powerful tribe existing in what is
now known as Tirhut, in Northern India, in the fifth
century B.C., known as the Lichhavis, and for the purpose
primarily of checkmating them, Ajatasatru, King of
Magadh (during whose reign in 477 B.C. Gautama Buddha
died) erected the fortress of Patliputra, which was
destined afterwards to become a mighty city, and the
capital of the Magadh Empire.
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